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religious biographies of the last century. The
superb powers of that highly endowed personality
were brought into obedience to Jesus Christ.
" Not for two centuries/3 declares the biographer,
"had our island produced a ruler in whom the
religious motive was paramount in the like de-
gree," and quoting Lord Salisbury's tribute to his
illustrious political opponent,, that he was " a
great Christian/' Morley adds: "Nothing could
be more true or better worth saying."

We are justified, therefore, in claiming Glad-
stone as a creation of the Christian faith. The
plant was grown from this seed. The greatness
of the man was due to the fact that to extra-
ordinary natural powers there was added, by
faith in Jesus Christ, a new principle of character
which came to control and distinguish all that
was his. We cannot conceive Gladstone with-
out Christianity. He would still, of course, be
great, but he would not have been what all men
now acknowledge him to have been.

We shall not attempt any appreciation of that
political life, "ever greatly absorbed," as Glad-
stone himself declared, "in working the institu-
tions of his country"; nor yet of that amazing